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What is this realist mind-game? 
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Relevance of deterrence in space
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Requirements of credible deterrence
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NATO's role in space

A major actor with minor agency





“the Alliance will consider a range of
potential options, for Council approval,

across the conflict spectrum to deter
and defend against threats to or attacks

on Allies’ space systems”



But is it feasible to implement deterrence
in the space domain (=space deterrence)? 






Research question and Hypotheses

deterrence by punishment can be
credibly applied in the outer space

under certain conditions.
deterrence by denial can be credibly

applied in the outer space under
certain conditions.

Can NATO implement space deterrence?
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b.



Enablers of Deterrence  
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Asset-specific distribution of results 

Most space asset types are covered by either approach of
deterrence, HOWEVER. 



Limits of space
deterrence

Space deterrence is
theoretically
feasible but 

Different assets
reqire different

approach –
strategic

nightmare 

technological
advancements will
alter the traits of

assets making
deterrence by

punishment less
implementable  



So what now? 
Reliance on
deterrence

Alternative ways
to project NATO's

protective
umbrella

Cross domain
deterrence 

Space 
deterrence

X



Conclusion
Can NATO implement deterrence in space?






Yes, under certain conditions. 



But a holistically implementable deterrence strategy
would yield more security for assets.



Policy lesson: Attention & resources allocated for space
deterrent measures can be best used for supporting cross-

domain deterrent efforts. 
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